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New American Representative in Germany 


We should like to introduce the readers of the "News Bulletin" 
to the name and person of Dr. Julius Bodensieck, who has come from the 
United States to take over a very responsible position in Germany. 

Dr. Bodensieck has been appointed by the Federal Council of the Churches 

@: Christ in the United States to be a Liaison Officer, to assist the 
United States in its relations with the German churches. As such he 
will represent all the Protestant Churches of the United States, and 
be one of a Commission of three which also includes a Roman Catholic 
and a, Jewish representative. We are happy to know of Dr. Bodensieck's 
appointment to this position, and to know that he will carry on a 
great ministry. Dr. Bodensieck has been President of Wartburg Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Dubuque, Iowa. He is already in Europe and has just 
returned to Geneva from a first visit into Germany, where he has made 
many. contacts. We have asked him to write the leading article for this 
issue of the News Bulletin. 


Mrs.'Bodensieck is also in Geneva and is making plans to go to 
Germany to do special work among "Displaced Persons". She is very 
highly qualified for this kind of service, and will be able to bring 
a spiritual ministry to the many Protestants - and especially Lutherans - 
in this great programme. 
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I have found in Germany among the leaders as well as the members 
of the Church an unconquerable faith; a faith which puts to shame ny 
own weak and wavering faith; a new and vital faith; a heroic =- no, 
rather a childlike, immediate, plain, simple trust in’ God and confidence 
in Christ as the Saviour; a faith which comes very close to the faith 
which we find in the first century of our era among the apostles and 
other early disciples of the Lord. Practically all visible supports 
have been withdrawn from the Church; most of the church buildings are 
lying in ruins; the outlook,: humanly speaking, is very gloomy. But 
through the darkness shines the faith of our brethren in really baffling 
splendor. The German Church has returned to the last, solid citadel, to 
God. 


Evidences of this faith may be observed everywhere. I have noted 
especially the sermons preached today. There is nothing abstruse and 
theoretical in them; they are positive testimonies to the all-sufficiency 
of God's grace and the one great and absolute need of forgiveness of 
sins; they have the full ring of genuinely biblical, evangelical faith; 
they gripped me inwardly and made me haopy in the fellowship of faith 
with the German brethren. The people listen, interestedly, attentively, 
not merely for ten or fifteen minutes but 45 and even 60 minutes as the 
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pastor unfolds the wonders of God's grace. They sing with fervor and 
devotion and take an intelligent part in the service. Yes, faith has 
regained its basic place in the life of the Church, and it is genuinely 
biblical faith. In numerous private conversations, with pastors and 
laymen, with Church leaders, bishops and councillors as well as the 
plain and poor people in the street, I have found this new note of faith. 
The old liberalism or rationalism which had produced many ugly excerescen- 
ces and had reached its absurd climax in the movement known as "German 
Christians" with its perversion of everything really Christian, this 

old caricature of Christianity, has gone definitely. It was swept away 
by the storms of adversity and pain and it is found no more. Instead 

we observe everywhere the beautiful, lovely, strong, firm Gospel faith. 
Christ is not merely nominally but actually the centre of the Chureh's 


life. 
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Is it not because all else was taken from them, because they 
had to be reduced to nothing, because there was absolutely no help any 
more anywhere; is it not because of the utter failure of man and his 
strength that our brethren have now found this marvellous surrender to 
God, this magnificent faith? Should we not actually envy them for their 
terrible anguish and their poverty if these awful expriences helped 
them to find their Saviour? 


And I have found much hope among these tired, ill-fed, ill-dressed 
brethren of ours. Hope among the piles of rubble everywhere, among these 
grimacing ruins, hollow houses, gaping holes, where everything reminds 
one of the splendours of the past ages and their beauties which are 
shattered and gone? Hope - when there are so few church buildings left, 
so many men still in military imprisonment, so many happy existences 
crushed, so many tender flowers broken? Hope - when it would be much 
easier to despair, to let things go as they may, to wait for another - 
even a more terrible war, to become indifferent to the present needs 
and to give up? Yes, in spite of everything true hope is living in nana 
hearts of Germany today. 


Look, my friend, you would not even begin to clear away the dust 
and dirt and rubble if you did not have the hope that it is possible 
to improve conditions. Every action undertaken in the direction of re- 
building Germany's moral and religious structure is an act of hope. 
Whoever assists in church work today has a hopeful outlook. He hopes 
that God will again bless His Church and its work in Germany, and that 
the Church will exercise its saving functions within the land. When 
7000 young men meet at Esslingen near Stuttgart for a day of thorough 
Bible study and true Christian fellowship; or when hundreds of returned 
prisoners of war (whose homes have been destroyed) under competent 
direction begin to build a Christian settlement near Frankfurt; or 
when 50 physicians and scientists meet for a week in Hannover to discuss 
the place of Christianity in life; when pastors and laymen everywhere 
are busy studying the best possible ways of establishing the Church's 
life and dig deep down into the Word of God to discover the real 
foundations of faith and life and determine to be guided by nothing 
but Christ's word and example - are not all these isolated events and 
acts proofs of the existence of a great, throbbing, moving, living 
hope? 
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I envy a Church with such a burning hope! This hope that 
characterizes Germany's Evangelical Church today is based on nothing 
but Christ and His mercy. It does not care to mention past performance} 
it does not rely on help from foreign lands; it does not wish to boast ~ 
of the suffering that has been endured; no, it is hope in the undeserved 
mercy of a loving Saviour who will cover our sins when we are sorry for 
them and confess them, and who will give us eyes to see His glory, ears 
to catch His comforting and strengthening assurances, and hands that do 
those tasks which are assigned to us. It is hope in the everlasting 
grace of Jesus Christ that casts this mysterious glow of beauty upon 
our poor and harassed brethren. ‘ 


And the third characteristic feature of Germany's Evangelical 
Church today is its positively amazing life of love and charity. The 
far-flung activities of Evangelisches Hilfswerk are largely financed 
by the German Evangelical Christians themselves; the amounts given by 
organizations and churches outside of Germany are small in comparison 
with the sums offered by the Christians of Germany themselves. The 
churches have not only taken care of their own fellow nationals when 
they were evacuated from the cities which were in danger of destruction, 
but have done a marvellous piece of work even when their own cities 
were demolished by concentrated obliteration bombings, when cities 
like Hannover, Stuttgart, Frankfurt etc. were destroyed to an extent 
of 50 to 75 per cent and the available space in which to care for the 
homeless refugees decreased at an alarming rate, and when still larger 
numbers of expellees and refugees continue to pour into the western 
half of Germany. Evangelisches Hilfswerk under the most able direction 
of dynamic Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier is so well organized that one can 
only marvel. This Hilfswerk is not the activity of a society, but it 
represents the whole Church; it is the Church in action, the Church 
proving its life, demonstrating that it is the Church of Christ, who 
said that God is love. 


Do we have to be cast into the furnace of affliction in order 
to learn the practice of Christian love? Porhaps we can truly love 
another person only when we have suffered together and heve been com- 
forted alike by the same Saviour. If so, how blessed is the Church 
in Evangelical Germany for its deep and frightful agony because under 
the gracious guidance of the Holy Spirit such beautiful evidences of 
Christian love are continually coming to light! 


Love casts out fear. Love levels all distinctions of rank and 
social standing. Love is eternal. Love is divine. Love is the greatest 
of these. 


My eyes burn from looking upon desolation, and my courage fails 
me when I think of the tremendous work that lies ahead. But I need 
not fear, for God is in the midst of His Church, and it shall not be 
moved but become glorious indeed if it keeps.on this path of faith, 
hope, and charity, these three. 

J. Rodensieck. 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


Life's glory lies dead in dust and rubble and destruction. 
Germany's once beautiful cities are ghastly, naked, senseless heaps of 
stone and steel. Its gigantic factories and magnificent theatres, its 
proud citadels of learning and its historic churches, the exquisite 
villas in the suburbs and the more humble homes of the workers - all 
alike were subjected to the most concentrated, terrifying destruction 
that the human mind has yet been able to unleash. No description, no 
picturization can possibly do justice to the sight. Whoever has not 
seen this annihilation camot possibly imagine it. Your eyes will smart 
and burn for days until your mind gets "hardened" and even then you 
will at times stop dead in your tracks and ask yourself whether what you 
see is real, or whether it is all a frightful phantasmagoria from the 
pit of hell. And you do not even see beneath the rubble where hunger @ 
stalks, and disease and despair and death lay hold of countless helpless 
and defenseless people. Surely, no nation was ever so completely beaten 
and crushed as Germany. 


A fairly common reaction among the Germans today is to let things 
go as they may; to wait for a merciful death that will release them from 
their misery, or to expect some sort of change from a war between the 
victorious nations. Perhaps one can understand why such notions of 
despair and nihilism capture the minds and souls of a people so totally 
defeated, But to despair is not the Christian way of meeting problems. 

A Christian recognizes his responsibility and accepts his task as 

coming from the hand of a good and gracious God, and he proceeds to do 
what is at hand, taking one step at a time, doing the most necessary 
thing first and learning new things as he works. I am firmly convinced 
that the Evangelical Church of Germany is following this Christian path 
of meeting the problems which have risen from the collapse of the nation. 
One ought to add perhaps that the Church would have been utterly un- 
prepared for this task if it had not seen the collapse coming and if it 
had not been steeled for this new battle by its courageous opposition to © 
Hitler and his ilk, if it had not learned to suffer and persevere and 
struggle and pray and if it had not experienced God's wonderful pro- 
tection in the past. 


The pastors in Germany today are much closer to their people than 
ever before. There was a time when many of them were very far removed 
from the common people and when a considerable distance separated them. 
But we live in an age when distances are constantly being reduced, and 
common needs and common problems are bringing together those who formerly 
had stood quite apart from one another. Many pastors have been bombed 
out and face exactly the same problems as their members. They have lost 
their books and their furniture and most of their clothes, and they live 
under exactly the same cramped conditions as their members. They wear 
coats and trousers that do not match, and their shoes are often very 
old and worn. One parsonage in which I visited, had been largely destroyed 
by a bomb; but it was being rebuilt by the pastor and some friends, a 
little at a time; the roof over the pastor's study was not finished yet 
when I was there, and because it was raining at the time he had placed 
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thirty-seven pots and cans and glasses at the most strategic spots to 
catch the raindrops. But the pastor did not complain; he brushed aside 
expressions of surprise and sympathy; instead, he talked about the plans 
for assisting the helpless and the homeless and the friendless. 


Several times pastors invited me to eat at their homes. Naturally 
I hesitated to accept such invitations, knowing how limited their food 
supplies are. But they insisted, and so I went- and had another signi- 
ficant experience. The pastor and his wife and the children and perhaps 
one or two guests enjoyed the one dish - perhavs pea soup, or new 
potatoes with fresh mushrooms - as though it had been a seven course 
dinner; everybody was cheerful, everybody was thankful to God, the 
giver of all good gifts; after the meal was over, we would sing a few 
hymns and other songs and the children would play the violin or clarinet, 
and when it was time to leave ane had the feeling of having been in a 
really Christian, uniquely blessed home. 


My first Sunday in Germany was in Stuttgart. When it was time 
for church I went to St.John's Church, once a very beautiful cathedral, 
at a pretty little lake called Feuersee. Only the walls and some of the 
pillars are left standing, but close by the church there stands a ‘wooden 
barrack church in which the congregation now worships. This little 
building accommodates probably 350 people and is filled several times 
each Sunday. The pastor, himself a refugee from eastern Germany, 
preached a timely, gripping, truly biblical end evangelical sermon, and 
his congfegation participated eagerly and intelligently in the service, 
The sermon, based on Gal. 5:16-24, dealt with the origin of the spiri- 
tual life, its freedom,and its fruit. Pastor as well as people were 
visibly moved when I brought them greetings from across the sea and 
told them how many Lutheran congregations in America conduct their 
services in little frame churches not very different from their own. 


One importent thing that I have learned during this first visit 
© in Germany is this: the Church is not waiting for some outside agency 
to offer help but itself is undertaking the colossal work of rebuilding, 
and it is not afraid to enter altogether new fields of activity. The 
Church is training people to help themselves. Self-help is the key-word 
in many areas. Let me give one instance. At Vilbel, about 6 miles from 
Frankfurt, the Church is creating a large settlement of about 1500 
homes for refugee families. The settlement includes a church, an old 
folks' home, a school, & home for orphans, an-athletic field and the 
like. The houses are being built from clay, or loam, somewhat like the 
adobe houses in certain parts of the southwestern United States, only 
perhaps a bit more primitive. The work is being done by returned home- 
less prisoners of war and refugees (who thus are given a chance to work 
and the hope of having a home). It is the intention of the men in charge 
of this enterprise to create a Christian congregation and to demonstr=te 
in a very practical and convincing way that Christianity provides the 
basis fora sane and happy community life. I spent a day in viewing this 
enterprise; I, talked with the workers as well as the leaders; their 
courage and optimism deserve our hearty support. Unfortunately the workers, 
chiefly exprisoners of war, are so weak and exhausted that they produce 
only about 25 per cent of an ordinary day's work. And they need working 
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clothes; most of them have only one pair of trousers and a shirt; they 
need overalls or other working clothes, and shoes, and warm socks. 


Similar settlements are under construction in the vicinity of 
Stuttgart. These are significant enterprises and should catch the 
imagination of fellow believers everywhere. 


The German Church is active in another very important field, the 
care of homeless young people. These youths, as can be imagined, easily 
become the prey of evil forces. In fact, one may say that many of them 
are pagan. The present German magistrates are utterly unable to cope 
with this particular problem. The Church is tackling this task, with 
the assistance of the American occupation authorities. A tent-city is 
being established in which about 400 homeless youths will be provided a 
home. The daily programme in this tent-city includes six hours of work, 
building a more permanent town; two hours of instruction in Christianit 
and about two hours devoted to lectures, music, and the like. Here, too, 
assistance from non-German sources is needed; money is needed for food 
and clothing and equipment. A project such as this should appeal parti- 
cularly to youth organizations of the Church; Christ is the centre of 
this new venture, and our brethren hope and ask for assistance in the 
name of Christ. 


Or take the efforts of the Church to provide some kind of activity 
and income for countless refugees, especially for families where there 
are no fathers. For instance, in several villages groups of people have 
been formed who make slippers or other useful articles from old clothes 
and straw. What is lacking, however, is the necessary supply of yarn and 
scissors and needles. Other groups have been taught to pick certain 
plants which are used in making medicines, but too many people lack 
shoes and clothes. 


One marvels at the ingenuity of our brethren. Surely, they are 
putting forth most heroic efforts at remedying the situation. A hard C 
winter knocks at the doors. Help now, before it is too late! 


J. Bodensieck. 


THE VANISHING CHURCH OF SILESIA 
By Clifford Ansgar Nelson 


To report the story of the churches of Silesia is to give an 
account of one of the most confused areas of aie Es Sk 4 history. 
Silesia is that area in the Eastern part of Germany which was early 
divided by the Potsdam Agreement. All land west of the Nisse River has 
become a part of the Russian occupation area of Germany, and the country 
to the east of the river was ceded to Poland. The same agreement stated 
that the German people who resided in this large territory were to be 
transferred into Germany proper. Thus was started an enforced migration 
of people that has made one of the most tragic stories of grief and 
suffering in all history. Documents that have come out of this area tell 


a Pi ge 


of plunder and terror and tortures almost unbelievable, obscenities 
unmentionable, and suicide and sorrow almost unthinkable in this present 
age of cruelty. That migration is not yet completed, but there are 

still a considerable number of German people who have not yet been trans- 
ported, The recent speeches by Byrnes and Molotiv concerning these 
boundaries have added an uncertainty about the area that makes it still 
a matter of some question. Out of the population of 3.1/2 millions of 
Germans who once resided there, there are perhaps 5-600.000 still re- 
maining. The likelihood is that the Polish authorities will strengthen 
their efforts to have them removed as soon as possible, so that when 
the boundaries are to be finally fixed, the expulsion of the German 
population will be complete. 


What interests us in the present article is the state of the 
Protestant Church that once flourished in this area. Before the present 
war, there was a large and strong church, comprising about 2 1/2 million 
Protestants. The seat of the church wes in the University city of Bres- 
lau, and the leadership of the church was directed from this place, with 
ecclesiastical connections with Berlin. The form of the church was that 
of the Prussian Union, but the confessional relations of the churches 
and. pastors were almost entirely Lutheran. Only a very few of the con- 
gregations were of a Reformed nature. Over a thousand churches were 
found in Usper and Lower Silesia, served by over 1100 pastors. Now that 
figure is diminished until only a few pastors remain end only a handful 
of churches are still in Protestant hands. The record of the driving 
out of the people and pastors, of the fighting and burning of homes and 
buildings, of the deprivations and tragedies in nearly every family, is 
a part of the story of the colossal suffering of the war. An influx of 
Polish people into the area has created a whole new situation with re- 
gard to the churches, and it is reported that more than 3/4 of all the 
church properties are already in the hands of Roman Catholics. Thus does 
the destiny of peoples and churches change with the fortunes of the 
changing map of Europe. 


© In the first weeks of September I made a special visit to 
Breslau, to make a study of this situation and to see if there was any- 
thing that could be done to help the remaining pastors and people, be- 
fore the last of them might be sent into the Reich, to be among the 
millions of refugees thot constitute perhaps the greatest problem of 
Germany's church today. I arrived during the hours of darkness, and as 
the car drove into the suburbs of the once great city, it was apparent 
that it was a shambles and another of the ruined cities of Europe. As 
the head-lights of the car played on the heaps of rubble, there were 
figures of enormous rats running about - rats as large as any I have ever 
seen. That is the unpleasant memory I shall keep of my first visit to 
this city. It is enough just to mention that, because it tells a story 
of the condition of the city in its own way. We made our way to the 
building that houses the Consistory offices, and at last found our way 
to the third floor where an apartment wes kept available for our travel- 
ling, the Polish pastor who has special responsibilities for overseeing 
the work of the church here. Much of the buildings formerly housing the 
church offices, and pastors' apartments in the Consistory houses, have 
been damaged, water was not available except as the housckeeper carried 
it from a well in the basement, but we were comforable for the night. 
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When morning came we attended first the morning prayers in the 
church, conducted by Pastor Wahn. A little company of pastors, deacon- 
esses, and other church workers participated in the reading of the 
Scriptures, a meditation, and the hymns of the day. Praeses Hornig 
introduced me as a visitor from America, and the faces lighted up with 
a new radiance as he told them what it meant to have a little window 
opened for them in their strange and sad world, by the coming of a 
visitor from the outside. The visit of an American was a testimony to 
them that they were not entirely forgotten by the outside world. It 
was something to know that their distress was known abroad. 


The morning was given over to a meeting with several of the 
church leaders, under the direction of Praeses Ernst Hornig. He has 
been elected bishop of this area, to care for it as long as there is 
a church to care for. But he has declined to accept the title of bishop, 
because he does not think it proper to use such a title in & vanishing. 
and declining emergency church situation. And yet he breathed a personal 
spirit of optimism and Christian hope that perhaps things would brighten, 
and he believed there was some possibility that he might be able to 
remain and the church continue its work for some time. His family is 
separated from him, living in Germany, but he is willing to stay here 
and carry on the work of the church as long as events make that possible. 


Bearing in mind the figures concerning the former strength of 
the church, quoted above, it is interesting to see what has happened. 
On March lst of this year, the number of pastors had been reduced to 
230, with about 200 lay preachers who were serving in the emergency 
situation. Now on September lst, the number was further reduced to 
around 100 pastors and 140 lay preachers. From week to week the number 
is being reduced. Transportation of refugees is still going on. Violence 
to pastors and people has not ceased entirely. I read the report of two 
pastors who in the month of July had been killed by foul means, one on 
his way to conduct a service, the other in his own home. All of these 
men ere carrying on a brave ministry to the scattered parishes and 
people that need to be helped in their misery and eloneness. The lay © 
preachers are a band of devout laymen who have been commissioned to 
assist the work of the church. Each week they are provided with sermon 
materials and helps to use in the conduct of worship. By reason of the 
emergency, @ small group of them have been given the permission to offer 
the sacraments to their people. It is a situation of emergency need 
that hes called forth the resources of the church to the utmost. 
Heroically a group of the deaconesses, probably 500 of them, are still 
at work in various parishes bringing their ministry of comfort and help 
to those in need. Before the war there were 10 Motherhouses in this 
area, with somewhere between 2500 and 3000 deaconesses. Now there is 
not a single deaconess institute that is still at work. 


It is this situation that has brought about the seizure of so 
much church and institutional property by the incoming Polish Roman 
Catholics. It is sad to see the churches in the cities and villages 
that once resounded with Protestant worship, now in the hands of others. 
In many cases there is nothing to be done about it, because the people 
who would have used the churches have all gone. In some cases the 
buildings have been taken before the congregation is dispersed. We have 
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asked the government that there should be contracts and agreements 
reached between those possessing and those dispossessed, so that there 
is a semblance of order and a proper transaction. The largest church in 
Breslau, the Elisabethkirche, is a case in point. It has been taken 
over by the Roman Catholics, but the government has given the Protestant 
church only recently.a set of papers by which they are to have ownership 
of the building. It is considered a test case, and it remains to be seen 
whether the Silesian Church will come back into possession. 


The church situation in Breslau has been placed officially under 
the direction of the Lutheran Church of Poland. It must be said that 
Bishop Szeruda of Warsaw, and the Polish Lutherans have tried to be 
sympathetic and helpful in this matter. Dr. Niemszyk, a professor at the 
Theological Faculty in Warsaw, and Pastor of the Lutheran Church in 
Cracow, has been appointed by the government to be the counselor on 
church affairs. Through his intervention, the Silesian Church has been 
given many opportunities to serve its people, and he has been a friendly 
interpreter to the offices of the civil government. The Silesian Church 
has recognized him as their friend and has had full confidence in hin. 

A Polish Lutheran Church has been founded in Breslau and in some other 
areas, but Professor Niemszyk has done &ll in his power to make it 
possible for the German churchmen to minister to the needs of their 
people. I think we all owe him a tribute of gratitude for staying close 
to the needs of these people and doing what was possible in keeping the 
church alive. 


The housing of refugees on their way through Breslau and the 
surrounding country is an acute social problem in this area. I visited 
a large ruined hospital, where over 2,000 people were housed in what 
looked like a total shambles. An unhappy lot. The cooking was being 
done out in the yard at numerous stoves improvised for the occasion. 
Living rooms were pathetic sights. The children with their parents 
crowded about to tell their tragic tale. Some had been in the camp for 
over three weeks and were told that their papers were not in order, and 
that they therefore must go back to their former homes in Poland, and 
perhaps remain there. That will mean that all they once possessed will 
be gone when they return and they will have to start over again in 
hostile surroundings. The story of rape being committed by bands of 
Eastern soldiers and other ruffians was 2 sorry story. This company of 
wanderers who still are homeless in Europe are among the most helpless 
and hopeless of God's little children that I know. 


And how shall we help these people? I was glad, on behalf of our 
Lutheran Churches, to hxve some funds to give to the church leaders for 
most necessary help to pastors and church workers. I was told that the 
church was able to give each pastor and preacher a monthly stipend of 
350 Polish zloty per month. One decent meal costs that in Warsaw. It is 
one of those vast areas of need where we must put in some emergency 
help at least during the present time, while something of the church 
still remains here. To relieve the social need of these vnishing 
people and to hold their churches is an impossible task. Professor 
Niemszyk showed me one of the wonderful institutions of the church in 
another city, and his hope was that the Polish Church could assist to 
hold it, or at least a part of the property, for the future. What will 
come of that move is still uncertain, because other needs in Poland are 
first. 
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The story of the Silesian Church is only one of several from 
Eastern Europe where whole churches are being lost. Of course, a greet 
number of these people will find their homes and their new church 
affiliations on the other side of the borderline, but it is a picture 
of tragedy and desolation that is depressing. The Lutheran Church is 
going to have to revise its statistics when it is able to assess its 
strength, by a sliding scale downwards. Let this picture of Silesia 
simply be an illustration of a part of the process of diminution of 
the church that is one of the fruits of yesterday's world tragedy. 


FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


On Saturday, October 5th, a festive academic programme was held 
in the auditorium of the Theological Seminary in Bratislava. On this @ 
occasion the Faculty honoured Bishop Henri Augustine Boury (of Paris), 
and the Reverend Clifford Ansgar Nelson, Commissioner of the American 
Section of the Lutheran World Federation (from Geneva) by bestowing on 
them the degree of Doctor of Theology Honoris Causa. The function was 
attended by a large number of people, including representatives of the 
Church and the State. Bishop Samuel Osusky, of Bratislava, presented 
the candidates, Dean Jan Beblavy of the Faculty gave the address of 
welcome (in Latin), and Dr, Jan Jamnicky presented the diplomas to the 
honoured guests. A dinner in their honour was held after the event, at 
the Deaconess' House. The Theological Faculty of Bratislava has started 
a full session of studies, with an enrolment of 50 students. Dr.Nelson, 
while he was in Czechoslovakia, spent some days in Prague and visited 
several Ministries on behalf of the properties of the former Sudeten- 
land Lutheran Church. The leadership of this Church, before leaving, asked 
that their church property be administered under the stewardship. of 
the Church of the Czech Brethren. That question is up before the po-: 
litical authorities at the present time. A special conference was held 
with Foreign Minister Dr. Jan Masaryk just prior to his leaving for 
America. He expressed himself very sympathetically and desires’ to see © 
that justice is done to all church properties. 


LUTHERANISM AND THE WORLD COUNCIL 


At the Uppsala meeting of the Lutheran World Federation, the 
Executive Committee, after hearing from many of the Lutheren Churches 
of the world, decided unanimously to ab’: for representation ona 
Confessional basis in the World Council of Churches. The meeting of the 
World Council Committee in Cambridge took this matter under advice, and 
has granted the principle to Lutheranism, although in a slightly 
different form to that requested. Concerning the reaction of American 
Lutherans, Dr. S.C. Michelfelder writes as follows: 


"The reaction of the Lutheran Churches of America has been very 
favourable to the resolutions at Cambridge. Now the way is open for 
full co-operation with the World Council of Churches. I predict that 
the American Lutheran Church and the United Lutheran Church will come 
into full membership of the World Council. The Augustana Synod is, of 
course, already in... " 
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Nordic Bishops’ Committee 


At the eight Nordic Bishops’ Conference in Sweden at the end of 
August this year where, amongst other things, the question of the 
responsibility of the Nordic Churches for Lutheranism was discussed, 
the Rt. Rev. Biship H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, D.D., put forward the proposal 
for a united Nordic Church Council which should work for the furtherance 
of a deeper understanding between the Churches of the Nordic countries. 
These thoughts found a ready response from the Nordic bishops present 
and in order to find ways and means for the practical execution of these 
thoughts which, amongst other things, include suggestions for guidance 
of Nordic peoples and congregations by the Church in the topical and 
difficult problems of the present times, a committee was formed con- 

@ sisting of the Nordic bishops. Ths committee will hold its first meeting 
at the beginning of October. As the Danish leader of this committee was 
chosen Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard, from Norway Bishop Arne Fjellbu, from 
Finland Archbishop Lehtonen, from Sweden Bishop Rodhe, and from Iceland 
Bishop Sigurdsson. 5 


FROM U.S.A. 3 - 


Child-Feeding Programme for Europe this Winter 


It will be of interest to all our readers to know that at the 
recent meeting of the American Section of the Lutheran World Federation, 
held in Chicago on September 20th and 2lst last, a very generous plan 
for being of assistance to hungry people in Europe during the coming 
winter months was unfolded and accepted. A special gift of $500.000 or 
more will be received from the American Lutheran Churches, to make it 
possible to give relief to various needy areas. The Missouri Synod has 
® generously promised to contribute one-third of this amount through its 

churches. It is envisaged that a child-feeding programme will be estab- 
lished in several areas of Germany, in Finland, in Hungary, in Austria, 
in Poland, and possibly in Slovakia. It will be of interest to know that 
the programme has already gotten started in the first days of October, 
among the hungry people of the Mazurian district of Poland. After the 
recent visit of Dr. Nelson and Pastor Cederberg to that area, plans were 
set in motion immediately to bring relief to this stricken people. The 
first shipments of food and medicines have already gone forward to them. 
Certainly this is a service to humanity that will be very pleasant in the 
sight of God. We will give further reports concerning this vast service 
of relief in later issues of the Bulletin. Dr. Michelfelder attended the 
meeting of the American Section in Chicago, snd was able to bring the 
direct story of the needs of Europe to the American Committee. This new 
service is hailed with great enthusiasm by the generous contributors to 
our work. 


= Ee = 
FROM AUSTRIA; - 


The "Karlsplatz" School in Austria 


It will be of interest to our readers to know that a very 
generous contribution is to be made available for the rebuilding of 
the important "Karlsplatz" School in Vienna, Austria. The entire 
school is a ruin since the Wehrmacht deliberately set fire to it on 
April oth, 1945. The whole Evangelical Church in Austria feels that 
this is the most important institution and that it must be rebuilt. 
An amount of $100.000 will be placed at the disposal of our Austrian 
brethren, and of this amount not less than 40,000 is going to be 
contributed directly by Lutherans in America. The Lutheran World 
Federation - American Section will contribute 30,000, and the Missouri 
Synod 10,000. It will be a joy to know that this Christian educational 
institution can be restored. 


Pastor Cederberg Goes to Poland 


Pastor Daniel Cederberg, of Staffanstorp, Sweden, has recently 
been engaged by the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of 
Churches to be their representative with regard to the work of the 
churches in Poland. Bishop Rhode of Lund has been very helpful in se- 
curing his release, and it will be possible for him to make frequent 
trips to Warsaw to give counsel and advice to the churches there, on 
behalf of the Geneva Department. 


Pastor Cederberg is well qualified for this office, because he 
is intimately acquainted with conditions in Poland and also is able to 
speak the language. For seven years previous to the war he was Minister 
of the Swedish Seamen's Church in Gydnia. We rejoice that he has 
accepted this responsibility; he will be able to render a great service 
during this period of reconstruction. He was recently in Geneva, in 
order to become better acquainted with the resources of the Churches, 
and he has now gone to Poland for his first visitation. 


From the Lutheran Church in Brazil 


At its donvention, June 2, 1946, the Rio Grande Lutheran Synod 
(225,000 souls) passed a resolution to work toward a merger with the 
three sister synods which are located in the other states of Brazil 
(Lutheran Church in Brazil, 65,000 souls; Evangelical Synod of Santa 
Catarina and Parana, and Central Brazil Synod). When this merger is 
completed the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil will have a 
membership of 450,000 souls. 


For some time the above mentioned synods have cooperated in 
various fields, for instance in the maintenance of the deaconess 
mother house in Sao Leopoldo which is owned by the Rio Grande Synod. - 
The president of the Rio Grande Synod adds, "In contemplating this 
merger we are also mindful of our relationship to the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Council of Churches. Thus far we have not re- 
ceived the constitutions of these two organizations nor are we fully 
informed concerning their ideals and purposes. We would be very grate- 
ful if you could send us the pertinent information, if possible in the 
German language." 


